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Day 1

All I Ever Did

Read John 4: 1-30

There was something about his eyes, the way he looked at her. It was unsettling. She

thought she knew all about men, understood how they thought. But this was different.

“Go and call your husband,” he said.

She lowered her eyes. “I have none.”

He nodded. ““True. You’ve had five…and the one you live with now isn’t one of them.”

Her body tensed. Defiantly, she raised her voice. “Since you know so much, prophet, tell

me this. Is God’s chosen place of worship here or in Jerusalem?” Her eyes flashed up to

meet his, ready to tackle the judgment surely waiting. What she saw took her breath

away. A raging passion matched only by the words washing over her in love.

He said, “The Father is seeking worshipers in spirit and truth.”

She heard, “the Father is seeking you.”

Her battered heart leapt for joy – it didn’t matter; it never had! What she’d done, where

she’d been – her fruitless search for God’s hiding place. He’d been there all along,

pursuing her, waiting for her to see Him. Her water pot forgotten, she ran into the city.

The words burst out, a testimony that wouldn’t be held back. “Come and see a Man who

told me all I ever did…!” He knew her past, and still wanted to give her a future.

Jesus gave himself to save us. There is no greater love, no greater offering to be made.

He went to the cross so that we might have a chance at life with Him. This love, freely

given, cannot be earned. But it must be accepted. Jesus knows all you’ve ever done…

everything…and He loves and wants you anyway. Will you receive His love today?
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Day 2

If Not

Read Daniel 3

Nebuchadnezzar trembled with rage. Hadn’t the Hebrew God revealed that he,

Nebuchadnezzar, was the great head of gold from the statue in his dream? How

then could these three Hebrews, barely out of their teens, defy him? Perhaps it had

been a misunderstanding. He would give them one more chance to worship his

golden image.

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego did not waver. They declined the king’s offer,

stating “Our God…is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace…but if not,

let it be known to you, O king, that we do not serve your gods, nor will we worship

the gold image which you have set up.”

These young men declared with their actions what Oswald Chambers put into

words: “I care not what God will do; I care who God is.” Instead of focusing on

whether God would deliver them, the three centered their lives and actions around

who God is - the only One worthy of worship.

 

Their ability to stand in the midst of trials was a direct result of the focus of their

gaze. As it turned out, the One on whom they set their sights walked with them in

and delivered them from Nebuchadnezzar’s fiery furnace. However, deliverance

never comes for some in this lifetime. But as we look to Jesus, He will help us to

see that whatever happens, the story doesn’t end here; it continues to eternity.
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Day 3

Hope Awakening

Read Ezekiel 37

“Son of man, can these bones live?”

The question caught Ezekiel off guard. He looked around the valley and saw a great

many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that were very dry. Whatever life had once

coursed through those remains was long gone. Could they live again? It certainly didn’t

look like it.

Recalling his first vision of God’s glory, fire and the brightness of His beauty, Ezekiel

responded with the only truth he could wrap his mind around. “Sovereign Lord, you

alone know.”

In the midst of their captivity, God’s people felt like they would never get out of the hole

their sin had dug them into. Babylon seemed inconquerable and hope improbable. And

so, God sent them a word of hope through Ezekiel, saying “Son of man, these bones are

the whole house of Israel. They indeed say, ‘Our bones are dry, our hope is lost, and we

ourselves are cut off!’ Therefore prophesy and say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord God:

‘Behold, O My people, I will open your graves and cause you to come up from your

graves, and bring you into the land of Israel. Then you shall know that I am the Lord…I

will put My Spirit in you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land.

Then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken it and performed it,’ says the

LORD.”

Then, God responded to Ezekiel with a directive to prophesy to the bones. When all was

said and done, “breath came into [the bones], and they lived, and stood upon their feet,

an exceedingly great army.”

 

Sometimes the situation in front of us is so overwhelming, it blocks everything else out

– even what we know to be true about God and His promises. Hope seems lost, distant

and unattainable. At times like these, may we hear God saying “For I know the thoughts

that I think toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a

future and a hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11).
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Day 4

John's Struggle

Read Luke 7:18-28

John tried calming the growing anxiety among his followers. Yet he too was running out

of excuses. The unspoken question remained unanswered: why wouldn’t his famous

cousin save him? Reports spread of Jesus’ miraculous works throughout the region. But

John’s prison sentence stretched from days to weeks, and still Jesus didn’t come.

Finally, John sent his disciples to inquire. Was Jesus the Expected One, or should they

look for another? In response, Jesus told them to report all that they had seen. The blind

saw, the lame walked and the dead were brought to life. Then he added something else –

“Blessed is he who does not take offense at me.”

Do you get mad at God when He doesn’t respond the way you plan, hope or believe? I

know I do. I impose my expectations on God as rights, and then sulk when they don’t

materialize. But I’m learning that God’s ways and thoughts are higher than mine, so I

can’t always grasp the intimate details He’s working out. Instead, I must learn to trust

that His plans and purposes for me are good and way better than anything I could have

hoped or thought.

Despite any doubts he may have entertained, John remained faithful. He was ultimately

beheaded, but not before Jesus stated that none greater than John had ever lived among

those born of women. Imagine what awaited him in glory. Imagine what awaits us as we

learn to hold on to God in faith.
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Day 5

Waiting In The Dark

Read Genesis 6:1 - 8:22

“When can we leave the ark, Father?” Noah peered out hopefully. His face fell as he saw

the dove approaching. It hadn’t found a dry perch. He sighed. “Not today.”

Over a year had gone by since the springs of the great deep had burst forth and

floodgates of heaven were unleashed on the earth. A world which had never before

experienced rain was now completely submerged. The deluge itself had lasted only 40

days; however, drying out was another matter. God had been very vocal when

commissioning the ark. He provided specific instructions for construction and clear

guidelines for who should go in. But now, He was silent. Noah and his family waited

and then waited some more. Had God forgotten them?

While they waited and wondered, “God remembered Noah and all the wild animals and

the livestock that were with him and the ark, and he sent a wind over the earth, and the

waters receded.” Though they didn’t know it, God was working on their behalf to restore

order. Noah’s faith must have been bolstered when the ark finally came to rest on a

mountain. He must have been thrilled when the dove finally didn’t return. But he waited

until God spoke and told him to leave the ark. Noah’s patience and trust were rewarded

with a brand new world, one memorialized by rainbows.

 

Today’s fast-food culture scoffs at waiting. We want what we want, and we want it now.

This attitude puts us at cross-purposes with God. If Noah had taken matters into his

own hands, he may have found himself sinking in deep waters. When God seems silent,

may we wait and trust Him to sort things out in a way that we never could. He is always

worth the wait.
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Day 6

Grace Raging

Read Jonah 1-4

“You want me to go where,and do what?” Jonah overflowed with indignation. How

could God even consider sparing those vile Ninevites? Not only were they Israel’s most

bitter enemies, Assyria was a wicked nation which delighted in unspeakable acts of

cruelty. No one was more deserving of judgment than they. Firmly ignoring whispers of

grace and mercy, Jonah arose and fled to Tarshish, away from the presence of the Lord.

But Jonah soon learned that he couldn’t run away from God.

God pursued Jonah with a raging tempest which subsided only when he was thrown into

the sea. Then He provided accommodation in the belly of a fish for Jonah to cool his

fleeing heels. It wasn’t till Jonah reconsidered his options that the fish deposited him on

dry land. This time, he went when God spoke. But the indignation he’d felt at the call

bubbled over when the Ninevites actually repented. Jonah was so enraged, he talked

back at God and declared he’d rather die than see his enemies saved. But God didn’t see

the vile, wicked people that Jonah did. He saw lost souls in need of salvation.

 

Like Jonah, we may find ourselves pursued by whispers of God’s grace and mercy. In

attempting to flee His presence, we might instead be confronted with the image and

message of the cross. When God’s holiness demanded justice in the face of our sin,

Jesus made the ultimate exchange – His righteousness for our lack. God’s grace raged

over the just accusations flung at us; as we rejoice in that truth, may we hear Him

whisper, “Go and do likewise.”

#  6



Day 7

The Noise of the Storm

Read Mark 4:35-41

“Teacher, do You not care that we are perishing?” The disciples stared at their

slumbering Rabbi. How could He rest so peacefully in the midst of this great

windstorm? The pounding waves flung water in the boat, and it was all they could do to

hang on for dear life. When Jesus finally blinked the sleep away from His eyes, “He

arose and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, ‘Peace, be still!’ And the wind ceased

and there was a great calm.” The terrified men couldn’t believe their eyes – the storm

over, at a man’s command! “Who can this be, [they wondered], that even the wind and

the sea obey Him!”

While some enjoy storms enough to chase them, howling winds, booming thunderclaps

and lightning flashes can cause many of us to lose our nerve even when safe and dry.

Jesus may well have been speaking to any of us when He said “Why are you so fearful?

How is it that you have no faith?”

The noise and turmoil of life have a way of obscuring our vision from the truth of God’s

word and who He is. Isaiah 30:15 says “In returning and rest shall you be saved, in

quietness and confidence shall be your strength.” When we turn off our distractions and

rest quietly in God’s presence, His peace will permeate our hearts and strengthen our

confidence, for “God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power, love and a sound

mind.” 2 Timothy 1:7.

 

Rather than using our minds to conjure up images of calamity and chaos, may we see

that He who is with us is greater than anything on the outside, no matter how alarming

the noise.
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Day 8

Korah's Redemption

Read Numbers 16:1-35; 26:11

“You have gone too far! For all in the congregation are holy, every one of them, and the

Lord is among them. Why then do you exalt yourselves above the assembly of the

Lord?” Surrounded by his supporters, Korah lashed out at Moses and Aaron. He was a

Levite, just like they were. Why should he be stuck cleaning the sanctuary while Aaron

hogged the priesthood? And if Moses was good enough to talk to God, so was he. After

all, he’d never had murdered an Egyptian.

God judged this rebellion with a spectacular show of force, wiping out leaders and

followers alike. “Nevertheless, the children of Korah did not die.” Although Korah

instigated the uprising, his family was not destroyed along with the others.

Fast forward generations, and Korah’s name pops up again. His descendants were still

stirring up the people. Only this time, they sought God’s glory and none for themselves.

Humility and contentment replaced arrogance and envy. “Better is one day in your

courts than a thousand elsewhere,” they wrote in one of many attributed psalms. “I

would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of the

wicked.” (Psalm 84:10)

Just as God reached beyond Moses’ impulsive rage and called the leader of a new

nation, He looked past Korah’s pride and preserved generations of worshipers. The

prophet Samuel was another descendant of Korah. He experienced God’s redeeming

insight when David the shepherd was chosen king over his warrior brothers. “For 

the Lord does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but

the Lord looks at the heart.” (1 Samuel 16:7). If God hadn’t intervened, David may have

been overlooked for the kingship and Israel’s history would be very different.

 

Do you often see the best or worst in others? On what do you base your impressions of

the people around you? May we receive God’s grace to align our viewpoint with His

and see as He does.
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Day 9

A Holy Desperation

Read Mark 5:24-32

The disciples thought Jesus had lost it.  A multitude of people pressed in, and He

wanted to identify just one!  But Jesus stood his ground – someone had touched him. 
Eventually the woman trembled forward with a confession.  How had Jesus singled her

out?

Jesus could tell that most of the people were just hoping to get something from him. 
But this woman didn’t just want something –she needed everything. Doctors had

drained her resources.  The bleeding condemned her to permanent uncleanness.  Family

and friends had to keep away.  She couldn’t enter the temple, the center of social and

religious life…not just for a short time, but ever.  Worse still, she was alone in her

trouble - even lepers had their colonies.  Jesus was her final and only hope.  So, she

touched Him.  And he knew it.

Jesus can still tell a touch from a touch.  And He said plainly that those who remain in

the throng will hear these words at the end – “Depart from me, I never knew you.”

(Matthew 7:23)  Or in other words “You never touched me.”

How do we touch Him?  Do we approach God with the understanding that He is our

final and only hope, that apart from Him we are nothing?  Or do we come carelessly,

browsing for blessings?  May we seek to touch God by worshipping Him in spirit and in

truth, laying aside earthly distractions for heaven’s true treasure.
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Day 10

Idolatrous Priorities

Read Luke 12:13-15

In the middle of a sermon, someone called out. “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the

inheritance with me.”  Without skipping a beat, Jesus replied, “Man, who made me a

judge or arbitrator over you?” Then he turned to the crowd. “Take care, and be on your

guard against all covetousness…”

Was Jesus too harsh?  The man may have had a legitimate case against his brother.  But

that wasn’t the point.  His focus on the inheritance blinded him to the miracle of God

standing right before him.  Jesus’ teaching fell on deaf ears as he impatiently awaited an

opportunity to air his grievance.

James may have had this scene in his mind when he wrote “what causes quarrels and

what causes fights among you?  Is it not this, that your passions are at war within

you?...You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel…You ask and do not

receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions.” (James 4:1-3) Anything

we place a premium on above God becomes an idol.  And idols have a way of closing

our hearts to everything else.

 

God cares more about what happens in us than what happens to us.  He would rather

allow our rights to be cheated than to lose us eternally.  And sometimes, that may mean

exchanging a temporary inheritance for His eternal life-giving words. May we receive

God’s grace to arrange our priorities so that He is placed above all.
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Day 11

Pleasing God in the Mundane

Read Matthew 3:13-17

The crowd looked on in awe.  One minute, he was just another person getting

baptized.  Next, the heavens opened up with a ringing endorsement from God

Almighty, saying “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” Who was

this man, and what had he done to earn such praise?

Very little is recorded of Jesus’ early years.  Yet while known as ‘the Carpenter’s

son,’ Jesus grew a deep and enduring bond with His heavenly Father.  Perhaps those

years of His life are left out of history because they have nothing to do with us.  It
was a time of loving fellowship between Father and Son.  Then, the moment the

plan for our salvation began to unfold, we were invited in.  The daily details of

Jesus’ secret time with God may not have seemed remarkable.  However, this time

produced fruit that enabled His ministry and gave Him strength to die for us.

 

We are all called to serve, sometimes publicly. Yet our public service will never

have God’s intended impact if we don’t know Him in secret. While serving God in

the mundane, the character of public service is developed. May we learn in the

secret places how to delight in the Lord, and in turn become people of delight to

Him.
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Day 12

The God Who Answers
By Fire!
Read 1 Kings 18:16-40

“Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day that You are God in

Israel and I am Your servant, and that I have done all these things at Your word. Hear

me, O Lord, hear me, that this people may know that You are the Lord God, and that

You have turned their hearts back to You again.”

This prayer, uttered by Elijah on Mount Carmel is a portrait of raw faith in the power of

God, and the potential we have as believers to tap into the miraculous. In response, God

sent fire from heaven which consumed not only the sacrifice, but utterly licked up all the

water in the surrounding trench.  The spectators were so awestruck, they immediately

turned on the false prophets they had been supporting and began to proclaim the Lord as

God.

Not all prayers or the related answers are as dramatic. However, quiet prayers don’t

diminish the potency of reaching out to the Almighty and experiencing His divine

intervention in our lives. God is glorified whenever His children openly believe for a

public demonstration of His sovereignty.

George Muller was a German evangelist who moved to England in 1829 and was led

into a ministry of caring for orphans. In his lifetime, he looked after over 10,000

children without ever once soliciting funds or going into debt. He relied entirely on

prayer to provide for the daily needs of the orphanage, including housing, food and

clothing. One day, the children woke up to empty plates, but as Muller led them in

prayer, a baker knocked on the door to donate fresh loaves, while a milkman supplied

bottles of milk after his cart broke down in front of the orphanage!

He is still the God who answers by fire – whether literal or spiritual. May we proclaim

Him as such by lives filled with faith, trust and prayer.
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Day 13

Divine Encounter

Read Luke 5:1-10

“Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord!” The cry tore from Peter’s lips as he

fell to his knees before Jesus. His partners looked on in silence, equally stunned. All

remembered the harsh night out on the Lake with not even a single nibble. Now, after

obeying the Teacher’s command to launch out one more time, the nets were breaking

with a mind numbing catch. Peter didn’t understand what had happened. But he did

know he had just experienced something that superseded the laws of nature. Looking

into Jesus’ eyes, a certainty of the divine washed over him. Suddenly, he was painfully

aware of his unworthiness. Convicted, he knelt. And he prayed.

Gently, Jesus urged him not to be afraid, providing a glimpse into what lay ahead.

“From now on, you will catch men,” he said. That was all Peter needed to hear. From

that moment, he forsook all and followed the Master. Peter’s journey with Jesus had

plenty of highs and lows still to come, but a common theme underscores all his

adventures – Peter acted with heart. Sometimes described as impulsive or impetuous,

Peter was known to jump first and ask questions later. Yet through it all, he consistently

reached for Jesus.

 

Jesus may not physically be walking among us today, but He is still very much present

in our day to day. Like Peter, may we recognize His presence and respond to Him

wholeheartedly as we strive to take hold of that for which He takes hold of us.
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Day 14

The Job Paradox

Read Job 38-40

Job was a man who found himself thrust suddenly and forcefully into a storm of

catastrophic proportions. His livestock, fields, servants and children were all destroyed

in one day. Still reeling from the shock, Job was struck from head to toe with painful

boils. In the midst of the turmoil, his wife urged him to curse God and die. Job wisely

shunned this counsel, but he did wonder what God was up to. He’d lived a holy and

righteous life – not even his friends’ stinging accusations could shake his conviction

about that. So, why would God allow all this to happen? Where was He?

When Job cried out for answers, requesting an audience with God to plead his case,

God responded from the midst of a whirlwind. But instead of providing answers, God

had questions of His own. Where was Job when God laid the foundations of the earth,

or set boundaries for the sea? Was it by Job’s wisdom that the rules of heavenly

precipitation and all life itself were established? Could he tame the fiercest creatures

while tenderly caring for the weak? And would Job discredit God’s justice, condemning

Him to prove himself right?

Job responded to this interrogation with immense humility. “Listen, please and let me

speak…I [had] heard of You by the hearing of the ear, But now my eye sees you.

Therefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes.” Even without firm answers,

Job’s glimpse of God was enough to put his mind to rest about God’s justice.

Although he never knew it, Job was caught up in a fierce battle for his soul. The tragedy

which befell was just a pretext for him to ‘curse God and die.’ Had he yielded to that

temptation, his ending would have been very different indeed.

 

We have the benefit of Job’s full story, but like him, we rarely do when it comes to our

own individual storms. And when we’re faced with a paradox of perplexing and unfair

circumstances, there is a strong temptation to discredit God’s justice. But only God

knows the full story for each one of us, and He’s working out each chapter into a

beautiful manuscript for our good and His glory. May we receive the grace to trust God

by fixing our eyes on Him.
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Day 15

Grace to Laugh

Read Genesis 18:1-15, 21:1-7

“Yeah, right!” Sarah chuckled. “Those men must really be enjoying their meal to make

such grand statements.  Me, have a baby at this age – and Abraham even older?  A likely

story!”

Suddenly, one of the visitors spoke, and her merriment faded.  “Why did Sarah laugh

and say, ‘will I really have a child, now that I am old? Is anything too hard for the Lord?

I will return to you at the appointed time next year, and Sarah will have a son.”

Licking her lips, Sarah managed to stammer, “I did not laugh.”

The visitor didn’t bat an eyelid.  “Yes, you did laugh.”

Fast forward one year, and Sarah was laughing again – this time uncontrollably.  God

fulfilled His word, and “was gracious to Sarah as he had said, [for] the LORD did for

Sarah what he had promised.  Sarah became pregnant and bore a son to Abraham in his

old age, at the very time God had promised him…[and] Sarah said, “God has brought

me laughter, and everyone who hears about this will laugh with me.” In His grace, God

did not judge Sarah for her lapse in faith; instead He escalated her laughter and made it

permanent with Isaac’s birth and christening.

Trials of faith can be draining, and we may be tempted to hold on just a little less tightly

to God’s promises through His word.  But God is kind, and “He does not treat us as our

sins deserve, or repay us according to our iniquities.  For as high as the heavens are

above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him.” (Psalm 103:10-11)

 

What are you waiting on God for today? Declare His promises over that situation and

laugh at what might seem absurd or out of reach. Like the Israelites freshly returned

from their captivity, may we sing that “When the Lord brought back the captivity of

Zion, we were like those who dream.  Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our

tongue with singing.  Then they said among the nations, ‘The Lord has done great

things for them.’ The Lord has done great things for us, and we are glad.” (Psalm 126:1-

3)
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Day 16

Animal Wisdom

Read Daniel 4

Nebuchadnezzar staggered as if waking from a dream. He tried and failed to shake the hazy fog

which wrapped around his mind. The last thing he remembered was taking a walk in the royal

palace. Surveying the splendor of his wealth and fame, a boast had sprung unheeded to his lips.

“Look at this great city of Babylon!” he’d declared. “By my own mighty power, I have built this

beautiful city as my royal residence to display my majestic splendor.”

His heart jumped as another memory surfaced. The words had barely left his lips when a booming

voice had filled his ears, his mind, his entire consciousness. “O King Nebuchadnezzar, this

message is for you! You are no longer ruler of this kingdom. You will be driven from human

society. You will live in the fields with the wild animals, and you will eat grass like a cow. Seven

periods of time will pass while you live this way, until you learn that the Most High rules over the

kingdoms of the world and gives them to anyone he chooses.’”

Horrified, Nebuchadnezzar looked down. He stood on all fours in the midst of the forest. His hair

lay limp against his cheeks, caked with dirt and leaves. His entire body needed a shave. Leaning

back on his hunches, he flinched at the sight of his gnarled hands. His nails had grown so long,

they curved over. He tried to wipe his hands clean against his torso, but they only picked up more

grime. Slowly, painfully, Nebuchadnezzar stood. He shivered as the dew drops coursed over him.

He groaned, feeling very much like an animal shaking itself after a wet dip.

As he stood, his memory came crashing back. The dream, Daniel’s warning. Everything had

happened just as the Hebrew said – he, the great king, had dwelt alongside the beasts of the forest.

Sinking back down to his knees, Nebuchadnezzar spat out the remnants of his last grassy meal and

spoke with the understanding of a man for the first time in seven years.

“Blessed [be] the Most High! Praise and Honor to Him who lives forever! For His dominion is an

everlasting dominion, and His kingdom is from generation to generation. All the inhabitants of the

earth are reputed as nothing; He does according to His will in the army of heaven and among the

inhabitants of the earth. No one can restrain His hand or say to Him, ‘What have you done?’

Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and honor the King of heaven, all of whose works are

truth and His ways justice. And those who walk in pride He is able to put down.”

 

As he spoke, his nobles followed the sound of his voice and helped him back to the palace, to his

throne. But things were different now. Nebuchadnezzar had his human understanding back, but he

now also carried the wisdom of the beasts who know instinctively that the Lord is God.
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Day 17

God or Not?

Read John 10:19-38

“He’s demon possessed and out of his mind,” some cried out. “Why listen to a man like

that?” Others replied, “This doesn’t sound like a man possessed by a demon! Can a

demon open the eyes of the blind?’”

Riddled with uncertainty, “the people surrounded him and asked, ‘how long are you

going to keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.”

“I have already told you, and you don’t believe me,” Jesus replied. “The proof is the

work I do in my Father’s name… The Father and I are one.”

Rather than satisfy the crowd, this plain declaration incited them to violence. Outraged,

the people “once again took up stones to kill him.”

“At my Father’s direction I have done many good works,” Jesus said to them. “For

which one are you going to stone me?”

“We’re not stoning you for any good work,” they answered. “But for blasphemy! You, a

mere man, claim to be God.”

In Mere Christianity,C.S. Lewis wrote,“A man who was merely a man and said the

sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic

– on the level with the man who says he is a poached egg – or else he would be the devil

of hell. You must make your choice. Either this man was, and is the Son of God, or else

a madman or something worse. You can shut him up for a fool, you can spit at him and

kill him as a demon or you can fall at his feet and call him Lord and God, but let us not

come with any patronizing nonsense about his being a great human teacher. He has not

left that open to us. He did not intend to.”

Jesus said, “If I do [my Father’s] work, believe in the evidence of the miraculous works,

even if you don’t believe me. Then you will know and understand that the Father is in

me, and I am in the Father.”

 

How will you decide today?
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Day 18

The Silent Darkness

Read Matthew 26-27

To think it all began with a kiss.

The stunning news of Judas’ betrayal was swiftly followed by that of Peter’s denial. Still

reeling from shock, Mary clung to hope that the Sanhedrin would restore order and

sanity. But it was not to be. The shameful trial held under the cover of darkness ended

with a trip to Pontius Pilate. Yet still, she hoped.

Mary followed as Jesus was paraded to Herod by Pilate’s order. She saw her Lord

maintain his dignity despite the tyrant’s mockery. Though wavering, Mary remained

hopeful as they trooped back to Pilate. She yelled with all her might when Pilate asked

which prisoner to release. But someone in the crowd struck her down. “Give us

Barabbas!” they cried. “Crucify Jesus!”

Finally, Mary’s hope gave way. Her heart cracked at her Master’s flogging. It broke

altogether as he stumbled with the cross, bruised and bloodied beyond recognition. And

when he was hoisted up on the crude wooden structure, forgiving another even as he

strained to breathe, she wept with every fiber of her being.

“Why?” Mary wailed silently. Her master did not deserve to die. He was a good man.

He had seen her when nobody else could or would. And now He would be no more.

As Mary wept, a heavy darkness descended upon the land. Jesus cried out with a loud

voice, and the earth shook, splitting the rocks. Tombs broke open and the curtain of the

temple tore in two from top to bottom. Then all was still.

 

In the silent darkness, Mary wondered. “What did it all mean?”
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Day 19

Risen!

Read Matthew 28; John 20:1-18

Darkness, earthquakes and temple veils ripped as Jesus breathed his last. What did it all

mean? Mary wondered as she followed Joseph to the tomb and saw her Lord’s body laid to

rest. The day’s events played in her mind as she prepared spices and perfumes with the other

women that night. And all through the next day, she wondered as she rested in obedience to

the Sabbath commandment.

Finally, it was the third day. She rose early to visit her Master. He’d always had answers when

He was alive. Maybe just being close to Him would ease the questions that flooded her mind.

As she approached the tomb, a violent earthquake threw her to the ground. A heavenly being

appeared and rolled back the stone covering her Lord’s tomb. Mary covered her eyes to fend

off the brilliant whiteness.

“He is not here,” said the angel. “He has risen, just as He said. Come and see.”

Heart pounding, Mary fled to tell Peter and the others. “They’ve taken the Lord,” she cried.

“And we don’t know where they’ve put him!”

Weeping afresh, she followed as the disciples went to see for themselves. Would the torture

never end? Couldn’t she pay her respects in peace?

“Woman, why are you crying?” asked a voice. “Who is it you are looking for?”

“Sir,” she sniffed without looking up. “If you have carried him away, tell me where, and I

will go get him.”

“Mary.”

Her mouth went dry. Were her ears playing tricks on her? That voice…the way He said her

name…

Mary turned around and there He was. Her Lord, alive and smiling at her with tender love.

“Rabboni!” she cried, reaching for Him.

“Do not hold on to me,” Jesus said. “For I have not yet ascended to my Father. Go and tell

my brothers that I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.”

 

Heart singing, Mary ran off once more to find Peter and the others. The words poured out the

moment she burst through the door. “I have seen the Lord!” For Mary finally understood:

Jesus had risen,just as He said. #  19



Day 20

Leah's Choice

Read Genesis 29:16-35

While Rachel had a “beautiful figure and a lovely face,” Leah had “no sparkle in

her eyes.” On what should have been Rachel and Jacob’s wedding day, Leah went to

Jacob’s bed in Rachel’s place. Once the substitution was done, however, Leah found

that the marriage wasn’t everything she’d hoped. Jacob loved her sister Rachel so

much more, he willingly served Laban an extra seven years for her. In the midst of

Leah’s distress, God blessed her with four sons in quick succession.

Leah may have tried to use this to influence Jacob’s feelings, as evidenced by the

names she bestowed upon her first three sons – “Reuben – now my husband will

love me; Simeon – God saw that I was unloved; Levi – surely this time my husband

will feel affection for me.” However, despite her barrenness, Rachel was still the

favored wife.

Eventually, Leah’s outlook shifts with the birth of her fourth son; “she named him

Judah, for she said ‘now I will praise the Lord!’” Rather than expend her efforts

trying to manipulate her circumstances, she turned her energy towards praising God

and appreciating the grace and kindness He had bestowed upon her.

 

We might be tempted to take matters into our own hands at one point or another. No

matter how things turn out, may we take a page from Leah’s book and choose to

trust and praise God, the only true architect of our lives.
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Day 21

Cry Out!

Read Mark 10:46-52

When blind Bartimaeus encountered Jesus in Jericho, he did his fair share of
shouting. As soon as the beggar realized who was passing by, “he began to
shout, ‘Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” When rebuked by the crowd,
“he only shouted louder.”

It wasn’t too long before all that shouting got Jesus’ attention. “He stopped
and said, ‘Tell him to come here.’” Ironically, the very same crowd that had
tried to drown out Bartimaeus’ cries now encouraged him to cheer up,
because Jesus was calling him.

Bartimaeus wasted no time in letting Jesus know his deepest desire. “My
Rabbi,” he declared, “I want to see!” “And Jesus said to him, ‘Go, for your faith
has healed you.’ Instantly, [Bartimaeus] could see, and he followed Jesus down
the road.”

When preacher William Seymour took his message on Holy Ghost baptism to
Los Angeles in 1906, he met with sti� resistance. On returning to church the
day after his �rst sermon, he found the door padlocked. Undeterred, Seymour
organized a 10 day fast that ushered in a move of the Holy Spirit and birthed
the Azusa Street Revival. A resident of the neighborhood described the scene
thus: “They shouted three days and three nights. As people came in, they
would fall under God’s power. They shouted until the foundation of the house
gave way, but no one was hurt.”

Like Bartimaeus, Seymour was rewarded for his persistence in seeking the
Holy Spirit. Members of the same church that initially shunned him soon began
to attend his meetings. Before long, the undertaking grew into what is now
credited as the origin of the Pentecostal movement.

No matter the challenge, di�culty, pain or circumstance, may we cry out to
our Father, who rewards those who sincerely seek Him.
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Day 22

Why the Walls Came
Down
Read Joshua 6

Residents of Jericho must have experienced a shock with the sudden destruction of

their heavily fortified, double walls. Although the “gates of Jericho were tightly

shut because the people were afraid of the Israelites,” historical records indicate

that the town was prepared for a drawn-out siege. Fully stocked from a recent

harvest and boasting an in-house water supply, Jericho could afford to wait out an

onslaught from the Israelites.

But the onslaught never came. Instead, the Israelites arranged seven priests with

rams’ horns to march in front of the army and the Ark of the Covenant, blowing

horns as they went along. Even more disconcerting, the marching took place in

complete silence. This went on for six full days. “On the seventh day the Israelites

got up at dawn and marched around the town seven times. The seventh time around,

Joshua commanded the people, ‘Shout! For the Lord has given you the town!’ [So]

they shouted as loud as they could. Suddenly, the walls of Jericho collapsed.”

The opening of the Berlin Wall in November of 1989 was an unexpected event

which stunned the world. For nearly thirty years, the Wall had stood as a stark

symbol of division and separation. Although unplanned, the sudden fall can be

traced to a series of events which culminated in a speech gone wrong. As a member

of the German protest movement put it, “the opening of the wall did not bring us

our freedom; rather, we fought for our freedom, and then, because of that, the wall

fell.”

 

God promised to deliver Jericho to the Israelites if they would obey His

instructions. And because they listened, the wall collapsed. As we walk in

obedience to God, honoring His commands, may the walls that stand in the way of

His best for us come crashing down.
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Day 23

For Such A Time As 
This
Read Esther 4

“I wish it need not have happened in my time," said Frodo.
"So do I," said Gandalf, "and so do all who live to see such times. But that is not
for them to decide. All we have to decide is what to do with the time that is
given us.”
― J.R.R. Tolkien, The Fellowship of the Ring

Despite the gigantic fear harbored in his hobbit sized body, Frodo pressed on
in the quest to destroy Sauron’s ring. His courage in the face of fear earned all
hobbits the respect and homage of bigger and more powerful beings. 

While none of us will �nd ourselves tasked with the mandate to save Middle
Earth from Sauron’s evil plans, most of us can relate to Frodo’s angst, and
Queen Esther very likely would have. As the most highly favored Jewess in
Susa, she was suddenly the only person standing in the way of an entire
nation’s annihilation. 

Esther faced the choice of hiding behind her anonymity (her ethnicity hadn’t
been broadcast) or taking a bold chance to save her people. It wasn’t an easy
decision, but a timely word from her mentor, Mordecai helped Esther to stand
�rm. At the risk of losing her own life, Esther went uninvited before the king
and set in motion a series of events which are still celebrated by Jews today.

We all will face di�cult moments at one point in our lives or another. And
while we may be tempted to resent the di�culties or wish them away, the
truth is that we are uniquely designed by God to deal with these situations.
However, it is up to us to decide what we’ll do with what is in front of us – we
can either back away in fear or move forward in faith.

 

In the face of circumstances which feel overwhelming, may we remember that
even the tiniest steps of faith always result in God’s glory and our edi�cation.  
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Day 24

The Just Judge

Read 2 Samuel 13

The TV show American Greedcatalogs stories of scams and schemes that leave

trails of broken dreams and shattered lives in their wake. Although the perpetrators are

often caught, their victims are rarely compensated for the losses suffered. The measure

of justice meted out by the courts does little to restore those who were preyed upon. The

hopelessness expressed by some tends to leave viewers wondering whether there is any

true justice in the world.

Tamar, daughter of David and sister to Absalom might also have wondered about

justice. Her half-brother, Amnon, feigned illness to get her alone with him. Then, he

assaulted and threw her out, without any regard for her feelings. Destitute and grieving

over Amnon’s callous treatment, “Tamar lived as a desolate woman in her brother

Absalom’s house.”

Absalom kept silent, but he burned with rage and hated Amnon deeply. Although King

David was very angry when he found out what happened, he did nothing about it. Two

years later, Absalom devised a scheme to punish Amnon and obtain a measure of justice

for his sister. However, Absalom’s actions had dire consequences. First, he fled into

exile for three years, and then he endured an additional two years of banishment from

the king’s presence. Eventually, he initiated a rebellion against his father that resulted in

his death.

 

Tamar isn’t mentioned again, and it could be easy to overlook her voice and pain as all

attention focuses on the tragic drama played out between her brothers and father. But

though we may forget, God never would. The God who sees has the capacity to heal our

pain, restore us and right all wrongs. May we invite Him into the places of our deepest

hurt today.

 

 

#  24



Day 25

The Great Shepherd
Proclamation
Read Luke 2:10-14

Throughout scripture, we encounter Jehovah Rohi, the Lord Our Shepherd. Long before

David penned the familiar verses of Psalm 23, Jacob acknowledged the mighty role which

the Shepherd, the Stone of Israelplayed in the life of his son Joseph (Gen 49:24). The

prophets Ezekiel and Isaiah delivered prophecies featuring Israel as the sheep or flock of the

Great Shepherd who sought to nurture and bring them home to Himself (Ezekiel 34:31,

Isaiah 40:11). And Jesus plainly stated that He was “

the good Shepherd [who] lays down His life for the sheep” (John 10:11).

The irony is that Shepherds were placed on the lowest rungs of Israel’s society ladder.

Considered perpetually unclean because of their constant proximity to animals, the men of

this profession were also often regarded with suspicion as they moved from town to town in

search of pasture for their flock. Even David’s brothers looked down on him earlier in his life

because his primary responsibility was watching over the family’s sheep (1 Samuel 17:28).

Why would the great God of the Universe choose to associate with the proverbial ‘scum of

the earth?’ For that matter, why would the great God of the Universe choose to lay aside His

awesome divinity to take on the frailty of a human body?

David, with his unique perspective of the Shepherd’s life, had similar questions in Psalm

144:3-4. 

“Lord, what are human beings that you care for them, mere mortals that
you think of them? They are like a breath; their days are like a fleeting
shadow.”

Jesus, with his unique perspective as fully God and fully man states in John 3:16 – 

“For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that
whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have everlasting life.”

The beauty of the Christmas story is that God extends a hand of fellowship to His creation,

in whom He sees the reflection of His image. This awesome, glorious news was first

proclaimed by the Great Shepherd to those Israelite shepherds most in need of an image

makeover:

“’Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people…a Savior, who is
Christ the Lord.’ And suddenly there was a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and
saying: ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men!’”

Amen! Praise God for His goodwill to all mankind manifested in Jesus!
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Day 26

Battle Strategy
Read 2 Chronicles 20

When Judah’s king Jehoshaphat received word that “A vast army from Edom was

marching against him from beyond the Dead Sea, he was terrified and begged the Lord

for guidance. He also ordered everyone in Judah to begin fasting. So, people from all the

towns of Judah came to Jerusalem to seek the Lord’s help.” In response to the nation’s

passionate plea for help, “the Spirit of the Lord came upon Jahaziel son of Zechariah, a

Levite. He said, “This is what the Lord says: Do not be afraid! Don’t be discouraged by

this mighty army, for the battle is not yours, but God’s. You will not even need to fight;

stand still and watch the Lord’s victory, for the Lord is with you!”

Taking God at His word, Jehoshaphat “appointed singers to walk ahead of the army into

battle, singing to the Lord and praising him for his holy splendor. At the very moment

they began to sing and give praise, the Lord caused the armies of Ammon, Moab and

Mount Seir to start fighting among themselves. Not a single one of the enemy escaped.”

At the height of the Ugandan government’s struggle with a terrorist rebel group,

president Museveni turned to the church for help. Army chaplain David Wakalo had

received a vision that the war would not end through force of arms, but through prayer.

Thus began Operation Gideon. A team of intercessors gathered for several weeks of

prayer and fasting, which resulted in a systemic breakdown of the rebel group’s occult

influence. The war which failed by force succeeded with prayer.

Prayer might not seem like a viable war strategy, but it is the most effective of all,

because the battle belongs to the Lord (1 Samuel 17:47). May we learn to turn our

struggles over to God and praise Him in faith for the victory.
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Day 27

Jehovah Jireh: The Lord
Who Provides
Read Genesis 22:1-14

In Lloyd Alexander’s The Chronicles of Prydain fantasy series, the hybrid
manbeast Gurgi is gifted with an enchanted wallet that never runs out of
food. Gurgi is thrilled with the gift and seizes every opportunity to share its
contents with his companions as they embark upon their various quests.
Factoring into Gurgi’s enthusiasm and pride is his unshakeable con�dence in
the wallet’s ability to provide food whenever required.

 

Abraham demonstrated unshakeable con�dence in the Lord’s ability to
provide. Following God’s instructions to sacri�ce Isaac as a burnt o�ering on
Mount Moriah, Abraham set out with his son and servants in tow. When Isaac
asked his father which lamb would be sacri�ced, Abraham said, “God himself
will provide the lamb for the burnt o�ering, my son.” God did provide a ram
for the sacri�ce, “so Abraham called that place The LORD Will Provide.”

We might wonder why God asked Abraham to sacri�ce Isaac when he
intended to provide a ram anyway. Was it a test? Maybe. Or perhaps it was a
demonstration of God’s unending bounty – everything we have to give, He
provides, even when it seems we’re being asked for more than we have or can
a�ord. Abraham lived out the truth that God alone is the true Source.
Knowing this, we too can have unshakeable con�dence in the Lord who
provides.
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Day 28

Bread That Satis�es

Read John 6

After Jesus miraculously fed 5,000 men plus women and children, he slipped away to

prevent the crowd forcing a kingship on him. The next day, the crowd went looking for

him, prompting Jesus to state “you want to be with me because I fed you, not because

you understood the miraculous signs.” 

When the people declared that they also wanted to perform God’s works, Jesus “told

them, ‘This is the only work God wants from you: Believe in the one he has sent.’”

They cunningly replied, “Show us a miraculous sign if you want us to believe in you.

Our ancestors ate manna [in] the wilderness; Moses gave them bread from heaven to

eat.”

Noting their fixation on food, “Jesus said, ‘I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me

will never be hungry again. Whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.” He then

explained that anyone who ate the living bread (his flesh) would live forever. Hearing

this, “many of his disciples turned away and deserted him.”

According to a certain poll, four of the top five New Year’s resolutions are weight loss,

increased exercise, reduced food intake and general health. An abundance of quick fix

diets offer short cut solutions. The more people eat, the less they want to. The founder

of a popular weight loss program presents a unique perspective on this conundrum. She

believes that overeating is an emotional problem which can only be solved emotionally.

 

The crowd which followed Jesus was so focused on perishable food as a means to

immediate satisfaction that they missed His message of eternal fulfillment. Behind all

dissatisfaction or ‘hunger’ is a void within us, which only God can fill. Jesus is the

ultimate solution to every emotional problem we face. May we accept His invitation to

receive food which truly satisfies today.
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Day 29

El Roi: The God Who
Sees Me
Read Genesis 16:1-13

Hagar must have bitterly regretted flaunting her ability to conceive over Sarah.

She’d lost the battle with her envious mistress, receiving harsh and unyielding

treatment in return. Terrified, she fled into the desert pregnant, alone and very far

from her known home in Egypt. Most likely contemplating death there, she instead

encountered a messenger from God who spoke words of encouragement, guidance

and healing to her hurting soul.

We don’t know if Hagar had embraced the faith of her masters before that point.

But the experience was so powerful, she declared a new name for the One who met

her in her pain, stating “You are the One who sees me.”

 

Many of us have had to struggle with gut wrenching pain or sadness. At such times,

it may seem that God is far away and uncaring. But nothing could be further from

the truth. It is in those experiences that God is closer than ever before. Without Him

carrying us through, we never would make it out whole. Rather than close our

hearts, may we be still and open to what God is saying. May His words of healing

and restoration wash over us so that we emerge stronger than ever before.
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Day 30

Wise Men Still Seek
Him
Read Matthew 2:1-12

The Christmas story is familiar to most of us – how the Magi (wise men) seeking Jesus

followed a star from the East until it stopped over the house where the young Messiah

was staying. This star was the fulfillment of a prophecy long studied by the wise

men. They kept up a constant vigil for years until their persistence was rewarded. They

met God in the flesh and had the privilege to worship and bring Him gifts from their

treasuries. Then, still being attentive to God’s voice, they obediently heeded the warning

about Herod and went home by a different route. A beautiful story for all times. But

what about today?

Prevailing winds in today’s culture seem to suggest that faith in a God we can’t see

amounts to foolishness. The things of God are portrayed as mere fantasy, while those

who profess faith are either ridiculed, mocked or considered weak.  Yet, 1 Corinthians

1:25 states that “the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is

stronger than men.”

According to the book of Proverbs, the fear of God is the beginning of wisdom. But

what does that mean?  Not only to tremble and quake before the living God (although

that would indeed be wise)! but also to recognize Him as the source of all life and

hope. Without Him we are nothing. 

The wisdom of Christmas is that Jesus came not as a conquering king, but as a ‘weak’

or even ‘foolish’ baby fully reliant on Mary and Joseph for care. The true embodiment

of Emmanuel, God with us, He made Himself approachable to all who seek to know

Him. No fancy knowledge or degrees required – just simple belief in who He is and

what He’s done.

 May the wisdom of God to permeate our hearts so that we will be among the wise ones

who still seek Him – Jesus, who came to seek and save our souls.
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Day 31

Tetelestai - It is 
Finished!
Read Matthew 27:45-54

"TETELESTAI!"
 
Rocks and tombs broke apart as the reverberating cry shook heaven and earth. The
man felt the ground quiver and the heard shuddering roar of ruptured stone. Dense
darkness bore down as he opened his eyes from what felt like a long, deep sleep. His
body felt heavy. Faint memories of past pain whispered while he tried to get his
bearings. Where was he? What had happened?
 
Distant shouts interrupted his musings.
 
“Did you hear?” Said one. “The curtain of the temple has torn in two!”
 
“Impossible!” Replied another. “How could that be?”
 
“Not by human hands. The tear ran from top to bottom!”

 
“What is happening?”
 
The man wondered the same as the voices faded away. The temple curtain he
remembered was 60 feet high and 4 inches thick.  Struggling to his feet, he realized
he was in a cave. He moved to the entrance and saw dawn begin to emerge from a
veil of night. Across the hill stood three crosses. A group of people surrounded the
one in the middle, weeping and wailing. The man moved closer. Something drew him
to that middle cross. As he approached, someone ran by and nearly collided. It was a
young boy. He looked back as if to apologize, but the blood drained from his face like
he’d seen a ghost. Without a word, he ran o�.
 
The man continued his journey to the cross in the middle. The One who hung there
was bloodied and bruised, yet he seemed familiar. Roman soldiers walked around,
trying to keep the onlookers away. Except for one whose uniform proved him to be a
centurion. Head bowed, he sank to his knees, proclaiming “surely he was the Son of
God!”
 
In that moment, the man recognized Jesus.
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Day 32

Christos Anesti - Christ
Is Risen!
Read Matthew 27:55-28:7

It was now the third day. The man sat in his cave and pondered what he’d
seen. He had watched as two men took Jesus’ body, placed it in a nearby tomb
and rolled a large stone across the entrance. He was still there when a group
of Roman soldiers came and placed a seal on the stone and stayed around to
guard it. Why? They hadn’t bothered with any others.

As dawn ushered in the day, a violent earthquake shattered the graveyard
stillness. The man shaded his eyes as a being of light in the purest white
appeared and rolled away the stone. Astonished, he saw the guards shake
vehemently and fall petri�ed to the ground. Just then, the women who had
stood by Jesus’ cross arrived at the tomb carrying spices. One looked inside
and retreated in tears.

“Where is He?” She wailed. “Please tell me who has taken Him.”

“Do not be afraid,” the lightning being replied. “I know that you are looking
for Jesus, who was cruci�ed. He is not here; he has risen, just as he said.”

The words reverberated in the man’s head until he heard a thundering boom.
CHRISTOS ANESTI – CHRIST IS RISEN!

He rushed out of the cave and ran to the holy city. Many who saw him pass
stared in fear and awe, just like the young boy three days ago. He passed into
the temple and saw the veil ripped in two. Others like him stood around,
gazing at the sight. And then suddenly, Jesus was there, among them,
speaking with everlasting love.

“I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God. Come, I
have prepared a place for you and have come to take you to be with me that
you also may be where I am.”

 
Amen! Come, Lord Jesus.
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Day 33

Dear Diary, I Have Found
The True God!
Read Acts 27:1-28:16

Note:
 This work of fiction assumes that Julius was a believer. Scholars believe his actions in
Biblical accounts suggest that he may have been.

Dear Diary,

When Agrippa and Festus decided that Paul should go to face trial before Caesar in Rome, I

was sent to guard him along the way. The trip began uneventfully, but things changed soon

after our stop at Sidon. The winds began to rage against us, and we made it to Lycia with

great difficulty. There, we boarded an Alexandrian ship headed for Italy. But if we hoped for

fairer fortune, it was not to be. The wind’s intensity increased, and we lost many days

making slow progress. By the time we arrived at Fair Havens, the Day of Atonement had

already passed.

Paul warned us that to continue the voyage would be disastrous, but the ship’s owner urged

us to sail on so that we could winter at the more suitable harbor in Phoenix. The wind’s shift

to a gentler breeze sealed the decision in my mind, so we went ahead.

Our gentle breeze soon turned into a hurricane and we lost all control of the ship. We

suffered such violent assault that we had to throw our cargo overboard. For many days, we

saw neither sun nor stars and lost all hope of being saved. Then Paul encouraged us with a

word from his God and told us not to be afraid, for our lives would be spared. The very next

day, we saw land and decided to run the ship aground. One by one, we left the ship and made

it ashore.

We had arrived on the Island of Malta. The islanders welcomed us and built a fire to warm

our chilled bodies. As Paul gathered brushwood, he was bitten by a snake, but merely

shrugged it off into the fire and suffered no harm. The islanders began to call him a god, but

Paul proclaimed the name of the one true God. Then Publius, the island chief, took us into

his home. While there, Paul laid hands on and prayed for Publius’ father, who was sick with

fever and dysentery. The man was healed, and the entire village brought in the rest of their

sick to be cured. After three months, we left Malta and eventually arrived safely in Rome.

 

I am back in my home, a changed man. All my life, I was taught that Caesar is divine, a son

of God, the one who brings us peace via Pax Romana. And all my life, I believed it. But

during that journey which should have killed me, I found life instead through Paul’s
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Day 34

Victorious!

Read Acts 12:1-18

Would the curse of Herod ever break?
 
Rhoda shivered in the midnight chill and tugged at her wrap with one hand while the other

clutched a water pitcher. She navigated the room, stepping around the friends and family of

her mistress who had gathered in the house to pray for Peter – the latest Herodian target.

With the memory of John’s beheading at the hand of another Herod still painfully fresh,

many wore expressions of resignation and defeat even as they interceded on Peter’s behalf.

 
Placing the water pitcher on a low shelf, Rhoda scanned the room to see if anything else

needed tending. She caught sight of a woman kneeling in a corner, lips moving fervently with

her eyes shut tight. The woman’s only son had been one of many killed several years ago at

the command of yet another Herod. I wonder if she’s thinking of the child now, 

Rhoda wondered to herself. She shook her head. Could a mother ever forget?

 
An urgent knock coming from the outer door pulled Rhoda out of her reverie. The knocking

grew louder as Rhoda made her way to the door. Then she heard a muffled voice.

 
“Open up. It’s me, Peter.”

 
Rhoda froze, then bolted into the house. “Peter’s outside!” she yelled.

 
“Hush, child!” scolded a man. “You’re out of your mind.” Others murmured at the

interruption, while her mistress gave her a reproving look.

 
“It’s true!” Rhoda insisted. “I’m not making this up.”

 
Someone else started to chastise her, but the knocking suddenly sounded loud in the silence

of the room. A group rushed towards the door, but John Mark got there first. He yanked it

open to find Peter standing outside with a broad smile on his face. In hushed whispers, he

explained that God had sent an angel to break him out of jail.

 
“Tell James and the other brothers and sisters about this,” Peter said before disappearing into

the night.

 
The believers returned to the room and lifted up voices in songs of praise and adoration.

Duties forgotten, Rhoda found a corner and bowed her head in reverence. God had heard the

prayers of his people. In the face of almost certain defeat, He had granted victory and
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Day 35

Speak It To Heal It

Read John 11:1-44

An excerpt from an article titled “Jacob and our wrestling match with God,” featured on

the website Mishpacha reads as follows: “Like his grandfather before him, Jacob

received a new name from God, symbolizing a transformation. Among the

understandings of the name Israel are: One who wrestles with God [and] One who is

straight (direct, honest) with God.”

In the wake of their brother Lazarus’ death, both Martha and Mary had some straight,

honest talk for Jesus. While their brother was still sick, “the two sisters sent a message

to Jesus telling him, ‘Lord, your dear friend is very sick.’” But Jesus “stayed where he

was for the next two days,” only making a move after Lazarus had died. When he

arrived in Bethany, Martha went out to meet him, and the first words out of her mouth

were “Lord if only you had been here, my brother would not have died.” In response,

“Jesus told her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Anyone who believes in me will live,

even after dying.”

Encouraged, Martha went to get her sister. When Mary arrived on the scene, she echoed

Martha’s statement. Seeing her pain, Jesus wept with her. Then he “shouted, ‘Lazarus,

come out!’ And the dead man came out.”

In return for their confusion and pain, Jesus gave the sisters encouragement, comfort

and restoration. This was an exchange the Psalmists understood. Author Pamela

Greenberg writes, “The first and most obvious thing about the psalms is that they

awaken us to the possibility of speaking honestly about our pain. So many distortions

rise up when we react to our emotional lives rather than expressing our sorrows and

hurts in a transformative way.”

 
If you’re hurting, confused, bewildered or overwhelmed, will you give your wounds to

Jesus and accept His healing in their place?
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Day 36

The Tale of A Curser
And The Blessed Part 1
Read Numbers 22

Balaam struck his donkey again, frustration mounting.  What was wrong with the silly

beast?  First, she’d wandered off the road into a field and now she pressed so hard against the

vineyard wall that his foot got crushed. The donkey inched forward, ears quivering.  Just

when Balaam thought they might be making some progress, the donkey stopped and lay

down flat on the road.

Casting aside all reason, Balaam raised his staff and struck again with all his might.  Up

ahead, Balak’s messengers were disappearing from view.  If they didn’t get moving, Balaam

knew he might lose the fat commission the Moabite king had promised.

“What have I done to make you hit me three times?” 

Startled, Balaam swung around in the saddle. The road was deserted. Could the beast have

spoken? Looking down, he saw the donkey watching him with reproachful eyes.

Without thinking how absurd talking to an animal might seem, Balaam roared in

response, “You’re making me look foolish!  I’m so mad, I could kill you now if only I had a

sword!”

“But you’ve ridden me without issue since the day I became yours,” the donkey replied. 
“Have I ever done this to you before?”

As Balaam grudgingly admitted that the animal had a point, a glorious light half blinded

him.  There, right in front of them, stood an Angel with a drawn sword!  Terrified, Balaam

froze.

“Why have you hit your donkey these three times?” the Angel asked.  “I came here to strike

you down because of your perverse intentions.  If she hadn’t acted as she did, you’d be dead

by now.”

“I have sinned,” Balaam cried.  For deep down, he knew that God had sanctioned this

journey only if Balaam would speak the words God gave him.  But the closer he got to Moab,

the more his thoughts dwelt on the awaiting riches.  In his heart, he’d begun seeking out a

way to circumvent God’s command.”

“Shall I turn back?” He asked the Angel.

“Go with the men,” the Angel said.  “But remember to speak only the words that I give you.”

So Balaam went on to Moab with Balak’s princes.
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 Day 37

The Tale of A Curser
And The Blessed Part 2
Read Numbers 23-24

Balaam felt gratified by Balak’s hearty reception.  He followed as Balak eagerly led him to the

high places used by the Moabites in Baal worship. From there, he was able to observe the people

Balak desperately wanted to curse.

“Build seven altars for me here, and prepare for me here seven bulls and seven rams,” Balaam

instructed. Then he found a deserted area and began to petition God on behalf of the

Moabites. Instead, God filled Balaam’s mouth with an oracle of blessing for Israel.  “How shall I

curse or denounce those whom God has not?” he cried. “There the people are, not even counting

themselves a nation; yet who can number them?”

Frustrated, Balak reproached the prophet for going against the deal. “What have you done?” the

king yelled. “Instead of cursing my enemies, you have blessed them bountifully!”

Balaam tried to explain that he could only utter words sanctioned by God, but Balak wasn’t

hearing any of it. “Try again,” he urged, “only this time from a different location where you can’t

actually see the people.”

Balaam allowed himself to be led to a field, and watched as the Moabites built another seven

altars, upon which they offered more sacrifices. Attempting again to convince God otherwise, he

found himself uttering yet another blessing. “God is not a man, that He should lie,” he

proclaimed. “He has not observed wickedness or iniquity among His people, and the shout of a

King is among them. For no sorcery will succeed against Jacob, nor any divination against Israel.”

Now furious, Balak commanded Balaam to stop speaking. “Neither curse them at all, nor bless

them at all,” he cried. Still, the Moabite king wasn’t ready to give up. He took Balaam to yet

another location and begged him to try again. But Balaam had wised up.  He saw now that no

trickery would cause God to curse His people. He allowed God to proclaim blessings freely

through him.

This utterly exasperated Balak, who finally told the prophet to leave.  “I would greatly have

honored you,” he spat, “but the Lord has prevented you from receiving it.”

“I told you I could only utter the words God gave me, “Balaam reminded the king.  “However,

come closer and I will advise you how to get your revenge against these people.”

Intrigued, Balak inched closer as Balaam planted the seed of encouraging sin among the Israelites

in the king’s head. “To get them away from God’s protection, send women in their midst who will

turn their heads and cause them to violate God’s law.”

Effective advice, as it turned out.  Yet little did Balaam know that his injunction to trickery not

only gained him the promised reward, but also sealed his doom (Numbers 31:8). 
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 Day 38

Tenacious Faith:
Abraham & Isaac
Read Genesis 12, 13, 22, 24 - 25

Abraham waited until he was 100 years old before God’s great promise for his life was

fulfilled – a son by his beloved wife, Sarah. Sure, he made some missteps along the way,

but by and large, Abraham’s dedication to God never wavered. He obeyed God’s call to

leave his home and family for an unknown land and held tightly to every revelation/word

that God gave him. The book of Genesis records that he built four altars over the course

of his life; each of which represents a decision to worship and honor God above all else

– even the very child of promise.

Isaac, the child of promise, allowed himself to be set out for sacrifice, never once

doubting God or his father. We don’t have much insight into Isaac’s life, but it is notable

that he had only one wife and is recorded as meditating or praying to God in a field

when she came into his life. Isaac knew his father had sent a servant to find Isaac a wife;

perhaps he was praying for a successful outcome to this quest. We do know for sure how

Isaac approached Rebecca’s barrenness; “Isaac prayed to the Lord on behalf of his wife,

because she was childless.”

 

Perhaps the most ringing endorsement of Isaac’s life is when his son Jacob referred to

God as “The Fear of Isaac” when making a covenant with his father-in-law, Laban.

Jacob was a character right from the womb – grasping Esau’s heel as his older twin

emerged. Yet, the trajectory of his life demonstrates that the faith of his fathers left a

deep imprint on him. 
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 Day 39

Tenacious Faith:
Jacob (Israel)
Read Genesis 25 - 28, 32, 35, 37, 46, 49

Jacob’s heel grabbing in the womb foreshadowed future events. First, he conned his

brother Esau into selling his birthright for a bowl of stew. Then, when their father Isaac

was old and blind, Jacob conspired with their mother Rebekah to trick Isaac into giving

Jacob the blessing of the firstborn instead of Esau.

But then the tables turned on Jacob. After fleeing to his uncle Laban to escape Esau’s

wrath, he experienced exploitation and deception firsthand when Laban tricked him into

marrying both of his daughters (instead of just Rachel) for several years of free labor.

After he finally married Rachel, she remained barren for years.

By this time, Jacob had learned a thing or two about not having his every wish granted

on a whim. He’d had an encounter with God on his way to Laban, after which he set up

an altar of his own. On his way back from Laban, he met God again, but this time he

held on to (wrestled with) God all night for a blessing. This is in stark contrast to the

‘freebies’ he’d received earlier in his life from Esau and Isaac. After that encounter, God

formally changed his name to Israel.

God’s blessing upon Israel did not make him immune from suffering and hardship. His

beloved wife Rachel died in childbirth shortly after his return home, and then her

firstborn Joseph was taken from him for more than a decade.

Despite his great grief and loss, Israel remained faithful to the covenants he had made

with God. When he learned of Joseph’s survival and set out to reunite with his son in

Egypt, Israel once again offered sacrifices to the God of his father Isaac. In response,

God promised to accompany Israel to Egypt, assuring him that once there, Joseph would

be with him until the end..and Joseph was.
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 Day 40

Tenacious Faith:
Joseph
Read Genesis 37, 39, 41, 42-46

Not only did Joseph know he was a favored son, he made sure everyone else did as well

– including his increasingly envious brothers. Eventually, jealousy boiled over and his

brothers sold him into slavery, while telling their father Israel that Joseph had been

devoured by wild animals.

Ending up in Egypt, Joseph embraced humility and faith in God despite this dramatic

reversal of his fortunes. He served Potiphar faithfully as a servant, even refusing the

advances of his master’s wife.  Despite Joseph’s loyalty to Potiphar, however, he was

thrown in prison on a baseless charge. Still, Joseph did not waver in faith. Before long,

he prospered again amid unfavorable circumstances and was elevated to the position of

head prisoner.

A glimmer of hope presented itself when Joseph accurately interpreted the dreams of

two fellow prisoners; however, this faded when his former prison mate promptly forgot

about him.

Then, God stepped in. This time, Pharaoh had two dreams which needed interpreting

and only Joseph was granted divine revelation in the entire land of Egypt. This made

such a powerful impression on Pharaoh that he promoted Joseph to the highest position

in Egypt after himself. And just like that, Joseph’s fortunes were once again

dramatically reversed – this time for good.

When all was said and done, Joseph was joyfully reunited with his father and now

repentant brothers. God rewarded the tenacious faith of Israel and Joseph in a

spectacular display of His sovereignty.

Abraham, Isaac, Israel and Joseph each experienced more than their fair share of

adversity and trials. Yet they stand as heroes of faith because they held on to God

through it all.  May this be our testimony in Jesus Name.
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